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SOLO COMPETITIONS: 
 
1. Dancers must be present in the Competition hall no less than 30 minutes prior to their scheduled event. All dancers must be in the 
location provided and ready to dance at least 30 minutes prior to their event. No dancer may check in once the competition 
has started. Competitors must dance in the assigned rotation as drawn at the beginning of the event. Failure to do so will result in 
disqualification. All dancers must perform the dances specified in the official Oireachtas syllabus.  Dancers will perform three (3) 
at a time up to and including Under 15 and two (2) at a time for all other solo competitions.  

 
  2. SOLO MUSIC: All dancers must commence after the introduction of the music has been played once. Failure to do so will result in 
disqualification from that particular round. The onus of ensuring proper music and speed is on the dancer. Reel (113) and treble jig 
(73) rounds will be 48 bars. Slip jig (113) and hornpipe (113) rounds will be 40 bars. Set dances must be from the official set dance 
list and tempos must be within official guidelines.  The seven acceptable Traditional Sets include: St. Patrick’s Day, The Blackbird, 
Garden of Daisies, Three Sea Captains, Job of Journeywork, King of the Fairies and Jockey to the Fair. 

 
3. RECALLS: All dancers will perform the first two dances specified in the competition requirements. Fifty percent (50%) of each 
Boys/Girls age group with eleven (11) or more competitors who actually dance, (not the number entered) will be recalled to perform 
their set dance 

 
4. PLACING: Thirty-three percent (33%) of the competitors who actually dance in each competition will be placed.   
 
5. WORLD QUALIFICATION: Qualifications for World Championships 2010 are per An Coimisiun rules: five (5) qualifiers for the first 
twenty (20) or part thereof in any solo event and one (1) qualifier for each subsequent ten (10) dancers or part thereof. Dancers in 
18-20 and 20+ categories will qualify seven (7) for the first twenty (20) or part thereof and one (1) for each additional five (5) 
dancers or part thereof.  Current World medal holders automatically qualify provided they “participate in their Oireachtas”.  As such 
they will be “skipped over” when calculating qualifying spots.  Dancers who qualified at the North Americans DO NOT get “skipped 
over” when calculating qualifying spots for Worlds. 

 
6. NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIPS QUALIFICATION: Per I.D.T.A.N.A. rules, ten (10) dancers plus twenty-five (25) per cent of 
the number of competitors who dance will qualify for Nationals 2010 “subject to being recalled at their regional Oireachtas”.   
Dancers competing in Open Championships and those who recalled at the 2009 North American Championships also qualify.  
Dancers who qualified for 2009 but could not compete due to judging conflicts are qualified for 2010.  Dancers in Under 8 and in 
Under 9 may be entered at their teacher’s discretion. 

 
TEAM COMPETITIONS: 
 
7. TEAM ENTRIES: Dancers may compete in their own and/or the next higher age group but may not compete in more than one 
team in the same age category. All teams must have at least 50% from the proper age group. 50% may be from a lower age group, 
but only 25% may be repeats from a team in the lower age group. Dancers may repeat only once in a four-hand and once in an 
eight-hand.  Written permission for exceptions to any of these rules must accompany the entry.  Teams performing with alternate 
dancers to their official entry must check-in with a letter stating so, presented by the teacher or team captain. 

 
8. FOUR HAND COMPETITIONS: Four hand selections may be either the Four-Hand Reel or Humours of Bandon as detailed in Ar 
Rinci Foirne. Choice of dance and figure must be specified on the entry form.  Four hand tops will be positioned on the 
adjudicator's left and must perform the following: 

A Lead     B Body  C Figure of choice (Tops only) D Body (HOB only)  
 

9. CEILI EVENTS: All Ceili dances must be danced in accordance with Ar Rinci Foirne. For the purpose of the Oireachtas, Lannigan’s 
Ball and Gates of Derry will be regarded as eight hand dances.  For Gates of Derry, teams may line up horizontally or vertically.  In 
Eight hand Ceilis, tops will be positioned with their backs to the adjudicators and must perform the following: 

A Lead     B Body  C Figure of choice completed by tops only (Figure 1, 2 or 3)  
 
Some exceptions as taken from the World Syllabus: 
 
1 Sweets of May – from the beginning up to and including the end of the 3

rd
 figure. 

 2 Three Tunes –either Up to and including the 1
st
 Roly Poly, OR from Hook and Chain until the end. 

3 Gates of Derry – from the beginning up to and including the swing around of the 1
st
 repeat. 

4 Lannigans Ball – the entire dance 
 

10. FIGURE CHOREOGRAPHY COMPETITIONS: Teams may consist of a minimum of eight (8) to a maximum of sixteen (16) 
dancers and must portray an Irish Theme. Only basic movements may be used. No solo steps will be permitted. Teams are 
restricted to 4 minutes. Narratives are to be submitted (to a maximum of 150 words) at check in for the competition and supplied 
to the adjudicators prior to the competition by the Oireachtas Committee. Music changes must be at least 16 bars. Each team 
member must be on stage and dance from commencement to finish. Short pauses are permitted, but limited to 4 bars.  Dances 
must be in 2/4, 4/4, 6/8 time or a combinations of those times, but any change of music must last for at least 16 bars. 

 



2009 OIREACHTAS CANADA - EASTERN REGION 
(Amended October 16, 2009) 

 

11. DANCE DRAMA: Teams may consist of eight (8) to twenty (20) dancers and must portray an Irish Theme. No spoken words or 
songs will be permitted. Time limit; fifteen (15) minutes including set up, dance and take down. There is a six (6) minute maximum 
to the performance.  All props must be removed from the performance area and are the sole responsibility of the team.  Music 
must be of Irish or related ethnic origin only. 

 
12. ADULT CEILI: Team requirements are the same as the Ceili and 4 Hand requirements noted in rules 8 and 9. Adult Ceili is 

confined to dancers 18 years of age and older, who have not competed in solo or Ceili, except as an adult, since November 2004. 
This is a NON-QUALIFYING event and entries must be received as a team from a registered I.D.T.A.C. - Eastern Region dancing 
school.  

 
13. WORLD QUALIFICATION: All 8-Hands that compete are eligible to enter the 2010 Worlds in the closest appropriate age group.  

The dancers need not be the same at both events.  Teams do not need to place in order to enter Worlds.  Figure and Drama 
teams do not need to participate at Regionals. 

 
GENERAL: 
 
14. AWARDS: All dancers must be in full solo or team costume, including traditional footwear for presentation of awards. No dancer 

will be presented an award if they are not in costume.   
13. TIMETABLE/SCHEDULE: The I.D.T.A.C. reserves the right to limit, cancel, postpone, combine or reschedule any event.   
14. VIDEO/PHOTOGRAPHY/DIGITAL CAMERAS: No one is permitted to video record or photograph a competition while any dancer 

is dancing. There is to be no photography in the competition room while dancers are performing.  
15. ADJUDICATORS: All decisions made in accordance with Oireachtas events and the I.D.T.A.C. rulings are final. The adjudicators 

cannot be approached by anyone other than the Oireachtas Committee when a competition is in progress.  
16. APPEALS: Legitimate complaints must be submitted in writing, within one hour of the incident, signed by the complainant and 

accompanied by a $25.00 fee. The fee will be returned if the complaint is upheld.  
17. LIABILITY: The I.D.T.A.C., I.D.T.A.N.A., An Coimisiun, T.C.R.G.s/A.D.C.R.G.s and the Oireachtas Venue and supportive staff will 

not be held responsible for any personal injury, loss or damage to property.  
18. MISCHIEF: Anyone caught damaging hotel property or causing mischief will be removed from the premises and barred from all 

remaining events. Dancers involved will be disqualified from all events and they, along with their parents will be responsible for all 
damages incurred. Parents are responsible for the whereabouts of their children at all times.  

19. PERFORMANCE HALL: Attendees are requested to remain seated at all times when a competition is in progress. Give each 
dancer the courtesy of a quiet hall and keep noise levels to a minimum. All aisles must be clear in accordance with fire 
regulations. Entrances to the performance hall will be strictly monitored throughout the weekend.  There shall be NO FOOD in the 
ballrooms. 

20. MISHAP: The following are the policies of this Oireachtas Committee for potential mishap. 
  In the event of a serious mishap as decided by the Adjudicators, a bell will be rung and the dancer(s) will be allowed to dance 

again.  
 
  IF A DANCER: 
 
a)   Falls and recovers, that dancer's result will not be affected and can still place among the top three places if assessed a winner by 

adjudicators. 
b) Falls and does not recover, a bell will be rung and the dancer(s) will be given the opportunity to re-dance, final placing will not be 

affected. 
c) Dances off the stage and completes the dance, dancer cannot place higher than 4

th
 in the FINAL result. 

d)  Stops without reason, and completes the dance that dancer will be disqualified from that particular round and cannot place higher 
than 4

th
 in the FINAL result. 

e)   Does not fully complete a dance in either the first, second or third round, they cannot place higher than 4
th
 in the final result. 

f)   Loses a heel or toe piece, during a competition, a bell will be rung and the dancer(s) will be permitted to dance again after dancer 
in question changes shoes.  If no bell is rung, the dancer should walk to the back of the stage and will not be penalized. 

g)  Has an open lace during a dance, a bell will be rung and the dancers will be permitted to dance again. 
h) Loses other supportive costume attire, dancers will continue dancing at the discretion of the adjudicators. 
i) For the purpose of re-dances, if the dancers are stopped in the last 16 bars of their dance, they shall return to dance the last 16 

bars.  Otherwise they will perform the entire round again. 
 
21.  TOEWALKS:  Dancers up to and including U11 are prohibited from performing any movements en pointe (stationary or moving), 

locally referred to as “Toe walks” and “Toe stands”. 
 

ENTRIES: 
 
1.  Entries will be accepted only from teachers who are registered and in good standing with the I.D.T.A.C. - Eastern Region, 

I.D.T.A.N.A. and An Coimisiun Le Rinci Gaelacha. Competitors must reside in Ontario, Quebec or the Maritime Region of 
Canada. 

2.  All dancers must compete in their own age group for solo events.  See rule #7 Team Entries for age qualifications in team events. 
All ages are calculated as of January 1

st
, 2009. 
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